The extraordinary proliferation of books on literary theory in the last few years is both heartening and discouraging. Heartening because critics are at last coming around to the notion that their old assuniptions about literature might be invalid; discouraging because there are so many new theories that it is impossible to keep track of them all.
Indeed I cannot imagine anyone sitting and actually reading all of the following books within a reasonable length of time, and therefore literary theoreticians of the near future are by definition in danger of reinventing wheels. Perhaps what we need is a moratorium on literary theorizing and a required reading period for literary theoreticians around the world. 
